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From the desk ofé Pastor Nancy Pear

Can it be? Is it the Christmas season already? The months have flown by _
and we find ourselves now poised to begin the month of December. Outdoor In This Issue...
Christmas lights abound and the stores are filled with deals for every
shopper.

Sometimes it is a challenge for us as Christians to stay focused on the Childreno6s 2 i
season and not become distracted by the activity around us. This is why the
church celebrates the season of Advent. Annual Meeting 3
Did you know that Advent is the beginning of the church year? The year
begins with the anticipation and celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Focus on Deacons 4
Advent is a time for us to prepare; itbs a time of
Godods Son, Jesus. The word Aadvent OCP\W?\IgwgS comi ng,
years, Christians have used the days of Advent as a time to prepare their 2
hearts and |ives for the celebration of Jesusd co0mi
Christmas. ]

Session Notes 6
I like to think that the seasons of Advent and Lent are connected, as they are
both ti_mes_ of waiting. Advent is a celebrative time_, where Lent is a solemn Upcoming Christmas
reflective time. But both seasons allow us to consider what God has done for Event 7
us and for the world in Christ Jesus. vents -
Our tradition at Advent is to light one candle on our Advent wreath for each of Bi bl e n6 Br 4
the Sundays leading up to Christmas. We light purple candles, signifying the
royalty of King Jesus, a pink candle that represents Joy, and a white center 20th Anniversary 8
candle on Christmas Eve. We |light the white candl

presence in our lives. ) )
Birthday Celebrations g

Jesus says fil am the | ight of the worl d. Whoever
darkness but wild/ have the light of |ife. o John
Mission News 10

We hope that you will use these days to reflect on the gift of love that God
has given us. We have Advent devotional booklets available for you to use
during the season. You can pick one up on Sunday. Treasures 10

Let us worship, prepare, pray and rejoice together during the Advent season.
December Worship

See you in worship, Leadership =

Pastor Nancy December Birthdays 11
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CALLING ALL KIDS FOR THE CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT
The Childrends Ministrie
Christmas themed pageant
Spirit of Christmaso for

Sunday, December 10™ during the worship service.
Nancy Osborn is hard at work recruiting children who
wish to participate in t
welcomes every child to come play a part large or
small and sing some songs. Even our youngest
children play a very important role in the pageant and
someti mes even fisteal th
antics and outfits. The schedule is as follows:

Saturday, Dec. 2 ™ i Costumes & reading parts will
be handed out at this time. 1:00 pm.

Sunday, Dec. 3™ 1 1% Sunday of Advent, Pageant
run through during Sunday School hour.

Saturday, Dec. 9 ™ 1 Christmas Party & Dress
Rehearsal at 1:00 pm.

Sunday, Dec. 10th i 2" Sunday of Advent,
Christmas Pageanti i Rej oi ce i
Christmaso

n t he

Please be at the church by 9:00 a.m. the morning of
the Pageant.

So please contact Nancy Osborn at 590-7086 if you
want your Alittle angel o
in this busy season, remember to set aside the time
for this special service on Sunday, December 10™.
Hope to see you all there.

Home Communion
If you have difficulty getting to worship
regularly and would like to have the deacons

or ruling elders sery
at home on the first Sunday of each month,

please call Marci at 586-8891.
M

[I;im mon
e nd

ommi ttee has
Il ed ﬁRe10|ce
e chil dren
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his yeards pageant and

Christmas Joy offering

e
PCUSA to participate in the annual Christmas

Joy offering. This offering celebrates the birth of
Jesus Christ, Godods fii
as the gifts of church leadersd past, present and
future.

Christmas Joy offerings support past and present
church leaders by assisting current and retired
church workers and their families in need.
Thanks in part to support from this offering,
church Workers can receive critical financial
assi s ?ce to support

S tﬁréuf:néta}lces

Gifts to the Christmas Joy offerings also prepare
the way for future leaders by supporting
education and leadership development through
support of racial ethnic schools; helping students
receive much needed assist nce a theé pregare

b Gor %\Vﬁ’lstrfat Fpreaslfyttwlanr latel Cofle

We will collect the Christmas Joy offering on
Sundays December 10 and 17. Please use the
special envelopes that you find in the pew pocket
and/or write Christmas Joy offering on the memo
of your check. Thank you for your generous

giving.
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Thanksgiving Day was Blessed at
CPC!

Church Life has helped sponsor a wonderful
Thanksgiving Day service and dinner for the past
decade or more. This
with a fun group of 52 people who attended the
service at 2:30 which was lead by our own dear
Ruth Kinney! Many thanks Ruth!! After the service,
we gathered for a sumptuous feast of turkey and all
the yummy side dishes that people brought to
share. It is always fun to share this great food with
our church family and others who came for a visit.
Special thanks to Julie and Dennis Gregz who were
kind enough to meet and invite a local homeless
man to join the festivities. He sure enjoyed the
dinner and the respite from his regular life trials!

Events like this do not happen without the help of
many people. Big thanks to the Stetzenbachs,
Coveys and Harry Brown who cooked turkeys and
also to the stalwart group of friends who came early
to set up and/or stayed late to clean up! We all
made it home before the sun set and hopefully
enjoyed some leftovers later in the evening! | know
my household will enjoy a nice turkey noodle soup
made from our leftover turkey carcass!

2017 Tax Reminder

All contributions to the church that you wish to de-
duct on your 2017 income tax must be received or
postmarked by December 31. Thank you!

_o%pS!

DUll Ui Uvmy Lvve O 4

From a worship PowerPoint:
urc «iyllc

Radiant beans from thy holy face
Wi+h +hoa Adaumn AF wAAAamins ~AYaAno

This likely caused beanss of laughter during the candlelight service!

year 6

Poinsettias for the Holidays!

Poinsettias are welcome
to brighten the sanctuary
for Advent and Christmas.
Please purchase a plant
Snd%et if af the froht of
the sanctuary with your
name on it. After
Christmas you may take it
home.

Worship Services on our Website

If you missed a service or wish to see one
again, they are available anywhere you are in
the world on the cedarpres.org website. DVD
copies of the Sunday Services are also
available to check out from the church office.
Check them out!!

I Save the Date
|
|The annual meeting of the congregation of

|
|
Community Presbyterian Church will be held on |
ISunday, January 28 at 11:30 a.m. immediately |
I following the worship service. This is the I
| meeting where once a year we hear reports of I
the committees of the church, including the
report of the finance committee. We will also |
Ihave a report from the Thrift Store and will |
I receive the church budget for 2018. New |
I church officers will be elected as well. This is an
| important meeting for all members to attend, and
attenders are encouraged to be there as well. If
Iyou have questions, this is where you can get

I them answered. Please plan to attend.
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Deacons Reorganization Christmas Eve
Services
The Acts 16:5 team and other church leaders have )
been in discussion regarding more effective ways to Join us for one of our
minister to our congregation in our changing world. The candlelight Christmas Eve
Session has approved a new structure for the ministry services on Saturday
of the Deacons that will reflect a smaller number of December 24.
ordained deacons who serve for a_3 year term. Each of ~50p.m. Family Candlelight serv{c%wit%
these deacons will serve noa fcare 8%-551'% Wi ot h
: oirrand speci usi
who will serve for a one year term. We are hopeful that
this team approach will allow us to Stay in close 7 p.m. Candlehght communion service
communication with our members and friends so that with soloists and special music
when there is a family cr 51 s, youdll know where |t o
Watch for communication in January indicating who Invite your friends and neighbors to these
your care team is!! special joyous servicels c¢
Kudos to Harry Taylor!
Our talented music director Harry Taylor was honored
by the Cedar Area Interfaith Alliance (CAIFA) at their
November board meeting with a plaque thanking
Harry for his commitment and faithfulness to the
%ioslzilr City community with his leadership and gifts of Please Pray Fo r é
. i Patt Behrens
iPresented to Harry Tayl,o[ BIIF'[ Ut most
Appreciation for your gift of music to our I Lee Derever -
community. CAI FA 2017|@ KimFiero g
i Elaine Moores In
i Steve Covey \ Need
i Charlie Brazier of Prayer
i Valerie Orlemann
i Ruth Kinney, bereaved
i Jan Hite and Carolyn Vancil and family,
bereaved
i Joyce Vandever, bereaved
i Alex Mansouros fami|ll y, b
i Jane McCoy, bereaved
Congratulations Harry!!
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Bible Study for all
women!

Abigail Circle will meet
December 6 at 6 pm at Jane
McCoys home. This year they are studying
Philippians, "Run The Race" by Bill Hybels. Call
Jeanine Howells at 590-1934 for more information.

Martha Circle:  This next 2 meetings will be
December 14 and 28 at 1:00 pm at the church.

Contact Sonya Swatsleyat867-8 4 36 i f ylou
interested in joining this day time group.
Dining forWomen ( ecumeni cal women

group) meets the second Tuesday of the month at
5:30 pm. If you are interested, contact Ann
Johnson, 586-9660. The next meeting is
December 12.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Has new Winter hours!
They will meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from
9:45-10:45 am in the library to knit or crochet
prayer shawl s. I f you d
want to learn, Jane or Gen will help you learn. See
you there!

Stewardship 2017

AWhere the Rubber Me et s

Our thanks to all of you who have responded to
the call to commit financial resources to God
through the life of the church. To date we have
received 57 pledges towards the 2018 budget
year. This is a strong beginning, but we are
hopeful for more. If you would like to make a faith
commitment for the coming year and have not yet
done so, we encourage you to submit your
pledge card on Sunday in the offering plate or by
mael to the church office.

The Session has received a draft budget for the
Gear fromn thesFinance committee and will be
prayerfully considering how to allocate the funds
that have been pledged for 2018. Remember
that it is helpful to our planning for us to have an
idea of what our tithes and offerings will be in
order to put together the budget. Thank you for
your prayers for this process.

Ot KT oW
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Operation Christmas Child

Many thanks to all who participated in the Operation Christmas Child shoebox project!
Our congregation filled 78 shoeboxes for boys and girls around the world. These are
special gifts that you provided to kids in many countries. Some have never received a

beforel! wi t
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gi ft
bookl et
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heir shoebox
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language. Thank you for sharing yourself with others through this shoebox project.
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http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93006580

Session Notes

Session met at 6pm on November 28, 2017

Clerk: A motion was heard to approve the transfer
requests for Jack Ewing to Good Shepherd
Presbyterian in St George, and Carol Cheney to First
Presbyterian in Holt, Michigan. Names were
presented for the yearly review of the active
membership list.

Pastor: The baptism for Lucas Knight has been
postponed until the worship service on December 24,
2017. The celebration of the 20th anniversary move
to this church building is being planned for December
3rd.

Finance: The finance report for October was
approved. Lengthy discussions about the 2018
budget were held.

Worship: Christmas Eve evening services will be
held at 5pm and 7pm, with communion being served
at the 7pm service.

Personnel: A job description has been developed for
a nursery worker and will be posted.

Church Life: Reformation Sunday was held with
AMartin Luthero nail:@
Thanksgiving service and dinner was held on
Thanksgiving day with about 50-55 people attending.
There will be an all church potluck on December 3 in
conjunction with the anniversary of the move to this
building. The Talent//No Talent show will be held on
January 20th.

ng

Childrenés Ministry: The

Pageant will be held on December 10th.

Youth: The youth held a Halloween party with 6
youth attending.

Mission: The committee reports that the year end
dispersement of funds will be done according to the
committee report.

Property and Maintenance: the noisy pipe has been
fixed by a plumber. We are looking for the banners
that were used to announce the Christmas Eve
services last year.

Presbytery: The winter Presbytery meeting is
February 10 at Cottonwood Pres. in SLC. Mary Belle
will attend as CPC Presbytery representative.

|

New Business: The annual meeting has been
scheduled for January 28th. Marci asks that reports
be in to her office by January 12. Discussion was
held about the mountain property and how to best
use this asset. A request has been received from
John Nilsen, a concert pianist to use the church to
host him in concert on February 11. The church is
already booked on February 11 for the Jews for
Jesus event, which is a re-schedule.

The meeting was closed in prayer by Rick Osborn.

Dana Covey, clerk to session

The perfect gift

Do you stress about finding just the right gift for
everyone on your Christmas list? Does it make
the season more a hassle than a joy? Pastor

Mi ke Sl aughter reminds
about perfect presents for people, as if it were
their birthday 6 or ours. Christmas is about the
perfect presence of Immanuel, God with us,

through the birth of J
alll

In Christmas Is Not Your Birthday (Abingdon),
Sl aughter writes, i Ho w

i| hard tp find gifts ghat wilhpleasg eertain fagily .
members or friends d the people who seem to
have everything 6 and yet it is so clear what
the Lord of lords and King of kings wants for his
birthday. God wants you 8 your time, your
talent and your treasure 8 used in service to
ot hers. o

childrends Christ mas

f uni
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